
eey, with lighted torch and drawn dagger, stood ready to be 
the assassin of his country's peace, there would have been. no 
disruption at Charleston. But the Convention met; the first 
act of the drama. was played. T(I my great regl'et, expressed at 
the time, the National Democratic party, with whosc unity the best 
hopes of the country were at that time intim~te]y connected, 
was divided and broken up! thus rendering the election of a Re
publican probable. That result hM been achieved, and. these 
gentlemen now ask us to dissolve the ~nion for tho eauses which 
they tlhemselv€s have been so active in bringing about. 

But, Mr. Chairman, it must not bc supposed tht I hold the 
disunionists, even the disunionists ]Jer se, to be the only persons 
rcsponsibl~ for the evils that are upon us. '11here is another 
class-the Abolitionists of the North-who arc primarily re
sponsible and most guilty in this mattcr. With bearts fun of 
treason to the spirit of the Constitution, they have, for years, 
been digging at the foundation of our Government. Fined 
themselves with all that is pestilent, they are, and have been, 
the lcprous spot upon ',m' body politic. Enemies of our coun· 
try, they deserve execration. '£heir mischievous and wicke(l 
acts, while benefiting neither themselyes 0\· the objects of thcir 
hypocritical sympathies, ha.ve furnished the disunionists wit It 
the matcrt..'l.ls for their plot against the "C'nion. It remains to
be seen whether or not we nrc to become the victims of this plot. 
Are the people of North Ca.rolina, whose representatives we are, 
prepared to carry out the disunion programme ? I am satisfied 
that they are not. It is true that, at the beginning of the ses
sion, we had some numifestations of disunion sentimcnt from the
towns and vil1ages where combustible materials arc most easily 
gathered ::md excitements most readily manufactured, but I 
kncw tha.t it was as the glare of the meteor which for a mo
ment lights up the sky and attracts our gaze from the myriads 
of stars which hold their places and shine with beneficent light 
UpOIl the earth. I knew that when the masses of the people 
waked up and spoke, when we heard from the plough-bandIes 
and axe-helves, we should hear a different language; and we 
are bcginning to hca.r it in thcir remonstrances aga.inst being 
committed to disunion, which arc daily laid before our body .. 

The gentleman from New Hanover told us that he intended tl) 


